Coalition Letter to Congress:
Principled Leadership on the Matter of Debt and Spending
September 4, 2017
Dear Members of Congress:
That rarest of political outcomes – sound policy that represents a win‐win scenario for
normally divergent factions – is possible as the budget process moves forward.
We’re writing to ask your help in achieving that by advancing longstanding balanced
budget amendment proposals and House Concurrent Resolution 73 (H.Con.Res. 73),
together with the House’s budget.
Why this legislation and why now? Some political facts:



Decades of polling show supermajority support – whether you’re in a deep‐red
district, a moderate community or an urban blue zone – for a balanced federal
budget.
Congress has, for more than 40 years, debated the pros and cons of a balanced
budget amendment to the Constitution, bringing up dozens of legitimate
concerns.

WHY NOW?
Our nation is facing a fiscal crisis. With $20 trillion in gross federal debt and $200 trillion
or more in unfunded liabilities, experts recently agreed at House and Senate Judiciary
Committee hearings that our nation risks a sovereign debt crisis.
Excessive federal borrowing risks more than economic or fiscal calamity – it is the civil
rights issue of this century. By sending our children and future generations the bill for our
policy choices, we deny them the right of self‐governance; tax them without
representation; and deprive them of policy choices as interest payments consume more
and more revenues.
As an economic, fiscal and civil rights issue, it is essential that the federal budget return
to balance as soon as possible.
H.Con.Res. 73: THE RIGHT SOLUTION AT THE RIGHT TIME
We commend the House Budget Committee and the President for proposing a budget
plan that balances within ten years. While ratification of just about any balanced budget
amendment would be a step forward, the passage of H.Con.Res. 73 is an especially
plausible route to a win‐win policy outcome.
Alone among balanced budget amendment policy solutions, passing H.Con.Res. 73 only
requires simple majority support. It would allow Congress to partner with the states in
advancing, proposing and ratifying the state‐of‐the‐art Balanced Budget Amendment
Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Mississippi and North Dakota have already embraced. This
game‐changing BBA has been specifically designed to overcome concerns expressed in 40
years of congressional hearings about how a BBA should be drafted.
Passage of H.Con.Res. 73 would present a win‐win policy outcome for all sides, providing
critical momentum for the remaining states to join the Compact for a Balanced Budget
and enabling the proposal and ratification of a BBA that would commit Congress and the
President to achieving a balanced budget according to their longstanding 10‐year plans.

Crucially, the passage of H.Con.Res. 73 would allow the President and Congress to rightly
contend that they are committed to fundamental fiscal reform.
For this reason, we commend the House Budget Committee for including Section 501 in
its budget resolution, which endorses adding a balanced budget requirement to the
Constitution and spotlights the Compact for a Balanced Budget.
To advance the policy prescription in Section 501 of the budget resolution in the House,
we recommend:



updating this section to reflect that H.Con.Res. 73 was officially introduced on July
26, 2017; and
incorporating the language of H.Con.Res. 73 into the House’s budget resolution
itself. Passage would still require only a majority vote as opposed to the two‐thirds
required for balanced budget amendment proposals made by members of Congress.

This would establish a strong enforcement mechanism, sustaining the budget resolution
following its adoption. It would also strengthen the appeal of the budget resolution to
fiscal hawks.
We are asking for – and the country needs – your principled leadership on this issue.
We hope you will agree that H.Con.Res. 73 represents a path that acknowledges the
need for long‐term fiscal sustainability while also meeting shorter‐term political and
policy needs.
Sincerely,
Mead Treadwell, Chair (AK), Rep. Paulette Rakestraw, Vice Chair (GA), Speaker Pro Tem
Greg Snowden, Commissioner (MS), Compact for a Balanced Budget Commission
Nick Dranias, JD, President, Chip DeMoss, MS/CPA, CEO, Thomas C. Patterson, MD,
Chairman, Compact for America Educational Foundation, Inc.
Rick Eisenberg, JD, President & General Council, Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty
Jameson Taylor, PhD, Vice President for Policy, Mississippi Center for Public Policy
J. Scott Moody, MA, CEO, Granite Institute/Federalism in Action
Trent England, JD, Executive Vice President and David and Ann Brown Distinguished
Fellow, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
Victor Riches, President & CEO, Goldwater institute
Lisa B. Nelson, CEO, ALEC Action
Grover Norquist, President, Americans for Tax Reform
Jeff Utsch, Founder and Director, Heirs of the Republic
Kelly McCutcheon, President & CEO, Georgia Public Policy Foundation
David Boyle, Executive Director, Alaska Policy Forum
Jonathan Bydlak, President, Coalition to Reduce Spending
John Charles, CEO, Cascade Policy Institute
Gregory T. Angelo, President, Log Cabin Republicans
Dave Trabert, President, Kansas Policy Institute
Brett Healy, President, The MacIver Institute

Legal, Policy and Political Experts
Stephen Moore, MA
Senior Economic Contributor
FreedomWorks*
Charles N. Steele, PhD
Associate Professor of Economics
Hillsdale College*
Hon. Harold R. DeMoss, Jr.
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit (ret.)*
Kevin Gutzman, MPAff, JD, PhD
Department of History
Western Connecticut State University*
Byron J. Schlomach, PhD
State Policy Director
1889 Institute*
Hon. Curtis Olafson
National Spokesman, RestoringFreedom.org*
North Dakota State Senate (ret.)*
Dean Clancy, MA
Tax and Budget Policy Advisor
Adams Auld LLC Policy Consulting*
Baker Spring, MA
National Security and Budget Analyst
*Signed only in an individual capacity; reference to title and affiliation is for informational
purposes only.

